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Wednesday 1 March 2023 
 
Kia ora 
 
Thank you to parents who attended the Meet the Teacher evening.  We hope that you enjoyed the evening.  If 
anyone missed the opportunity to meet the teacher, then please email the teacher directly for a suitable time. 
 
Year 8 EOTC 
Thank you to parents for your support with the Year 8 EOTC experience.  We are very grateful for your 
support. 
 
YEAR 7 CAMP 
The year 7 students are preparing for camp.  We do hope that the weather holds fine and wish them all the 
very best for their camp experience.  Our camps are a tradition that BBI has had for 40 years.  It is one of the 
most memorable experiences. 
 
TODDLE 
At Bucklands Beach Intermediate we use Toddle as an online platform for teaching and learning. A key feature 
is this enables us to share our student portfolios with parents more regularly. Online portfolios allow whānau 
the opportunity to view and access your child's learning where each student will be documenting their 
learning journey. We encourage all families and whānau to connect with the platform either by downloading 
the Toddle Family App or using the Toddle Website - https://www.toddleapp.com/. When you view your 
child’s portfolio, feel free to ‘like’ or add a positive comment. If you haven’t received a copy of the printed 
sign-up information, please contact your child’s teacher for the information. For more information about using 
the Toddle website to access your child’s portfolio please visit - 
https://web.toddleapp.com/platform/IB_PYP/toddle-academy/explore/module/4 
 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME (IB PYP) 
Year 7 Classroom Programme 
This term, our Year 7 classes started their year-long unit of inquiry, Who we are. They spent the first three 
weeks unpacking the central idea ‘Experiences develop our self-awareness’. Students will be able to make 
connections to this unit as they settle into their new classroom and BBI. This unit will be taught during our Day 
0’s as well as when appropriate within the classroom timetable. 
 
In Week 4, Year 7’s began their second unit of inquiry, Sharing the Planet. Throughout this unit, students will 
inquire into the biodiversity of New Zealand and make connections to local, national and global environments. 
Students will investigate the different factors that impact our environment like pests and invasive species, as 
well as learn about how our actions affect the natural environment. A focus for this unit is for students to learn 
about the BBI inquiry cycle and take small actions to help our planet.  
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Camp is a huge bonus for our students as they become emerged in a scenic reserve in the Hauraki Gulf. 
Remember to check out Toddle to see our learning in action. 
 
Year 8 Classroom Programme 
Throughout the year, our Year 8 students will be exploring the Who we are Transdisciplinary Theme and 
unpacking the central idea of ‘Making responsible choices promotes a balanced and healthy lifestyle’. Students 
will learn about different decision-making strategies and analyse the outcomes of a range of situations to build 
awareness of their ability to make informed decisions. We will dig deeper into what a balanced and healthy 
lifestyle is and use Te Whare Tapa Whā (Health Model) which are the four pillars of Hauora (Well-being). The 
students will regularly revisit and extend their understanding throughout the year. 
 
In Week 4, our Year 8 classes moved into their second unit of inquiry, How the world works. Throughout the 
unit, students will learn about different scientific laws and principles, with the focus of hands-on activities for 
students to learn about the five capabilities of science as well as making, testing and evaluating a model. Most 
classes will pick one or two to dive deeper into and explore, with opportunities for student-led inquiry later in 
the term. This unit has a big focus on science where the students conduct experiments and apply and build on 
learning from their Year 7 How the world works unit around forces, inventions and innovations.  
 
COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
Our newsletter is emailed out and linked to our website on the 1st of each month.  Please always ensure that 
your email address is correct and up to date, as this is our main way of keeping in touch with our parents. 
Do keep a check on our website and follow our Facebook page for updates.  The calendar is also on our 
website and is a useful place to check on sporting activities and dates.  Regular updates are posted on 
Facebook.   
 
SCHOOL ROUTINE 
It is really important that students are at school on time and ready for the day to start at 8.40am.  Ideally, all 
students should be here by 8.30am in order to be changed for fitness on fitness days, and be organised for 
the school day.  If you live further away, please ensure that you leave home in time for students to be at 
school on time. 

• Students should arrive between 8.10am and 8.30am daily.  All teachers will meet students in the 
classroom by 8.20am.   

• Cafe-   The Cafe accepts EFTPOS and cash. 
• Bring P.E. gear every day 
• Absences – If a student is absent for the day, please phone the school office 095342896, before 

8.40am and leave a message on the absence line.  Please do not email, as emails are not always 
cleared, and staff may be absent on the day.  All unaccounted absences are followed up first thing in 
the morning. 

• Students leaving school during school hours – As students start at Intermediate School, they are 
encouraged to take responsibility for themselves.  We also endeavour to keep classroom disruption to 
a minimum. Please send a note to the classroom teacher with the student.  The student is to leave the 
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class, and wait at the office at the arranged time to be collected.  Students will sign themselves out.  
Except for in an emergency, please do not come to the office and ask for the student to be found to go 
home early. 

 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second hand uniform shop will open for sales only, on a Tuesday afternoon from  3.00pm to 3.30pm.   
 
UNIFORM  Please be aware that we expect all students to be sun safe by wearing their hat  during break and 
PE lesson times at BBI.  Please ensure the school uniform is worn in the correct manner and is clean and tidy at 
all times.  Any uniforms left around the school will be placed in the lost property box outside Room 1.  Please 
ensure that all uniforms and hats are named.  Students are to arrive at school in the proper school uniform 
each morning.  They will then change for fitness on fitness days.  Students may leave school in their PE 
Uniform if their last lesson has been PE, this must be worn correctly and include sports shoes. 
 
SCHOOL SHOES 
Please ensure that students are wearing the correct school footwear.   
 
We take a great deal of pride in wearing our uniform well. 
 
PARKING / STOPPING  Bucklands Beach Road is a busy road.  If possible, please encourage your child to walk 
to and from school.  Alternatively, your child could be dropped off and picked up at a point close to school.  
Please note that St John’s Church next door to us also runs a kindergarten and is NOT to be used as a pick up 
or drop off point.   
 
We share the parking in the top half of the driveway to St Johns Church.  Please do not park at any time (even 
for evening events) in the church car park.  The church has meetings in the evenings, and their people do need 
to have access to their parking, as many are elderly.  Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL CLASS INFORMATION 
Classes have started on  27 February.  The first semester will end at the end of Term 2, (20 June 2023) 
depending on the number of classes and holidays.  If you have any queries, or wish to report absences, please 
email to Mrs Lynette Dimond (lynette@bbi.school.nz). 
 
TERM 1 SPORT 
As we are now halfway through Term 1 we have had a number of trials for different sports teams already.  
These teams will be competing over the next few weeks in both local and South Eastern Zone competitions. 
Teams include Basketball, Softball, Orienteering and Tag.  This term we will also hold trials for Table Tennis, 
Badminton, Cricket, Tennis, Hip Hop, Cheerleading, Gymsports and Chess. It is also encouraging to see 
the students taking part in our Fitness programme which is on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 
and involves different physical activity rotations. They will need to be changed into their PE gear before the 
8.40am bell and please ensure your child has a sun hat.  
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For those who are keen on running, our Run Club has just started up again.  This is on a Thursday morning 
leaving school at 7.30am. 
We recently held our annual school Swimming Sports which was a great day out. We ran an A grade event for 
the competitive swimmers and unfortunately the B Grade event was cancelled due to the weather. Thank you 
to all the staff and parent helpers who made the day such an enjoyable experience for the students. 
With a lot of trials and Sports meetings happening, it is important that your child checks the Daily Notices each 
day, as these are often held at morning tea or lunch times. 
 
SAILGP EVENT in CHRISTCHURCH 
Some BBI students are set to embark on the opportunity of a lifetime, racing alongside 
their sailing idols at the SailGP event in Christchurch in March. James Curell (Room 5)  
Holly Robson (R19), Izzy Harrison (Room 18) and Lauchy  Wills (Room 11) have been 
selected to compete in the RS Feva racing event, part of the Inspire Racing Programme, 
which takes place on the SailGP racecourse in Lyttleton Harbour moments before the 
likes of Pete Burling, Jimmy Spithill and Ben Ainsley battle it out in their amazing foiling 
catamarans. 
 
BBI SPORTS HOODIE 
The BBI sports hoodies will be available to order from John Russell Schoolwear.  Do note the closing date, and 
also how the hoodie is worn – as an optional part of the P.E. uniform.  A notice will be sent home with 
students on 1st March.   
 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
A SPECIAL REPORT: Flood Support &  Recovery 
Being exposed to a natural disaster, either directly through lived 
experience or indirectly through the media, can stir up various 
feelings of sadness, depression, anxiety and frustration. Thousands 
of individuals, families and communities in and around Auckland 
have been touched by the recent floods with many still coming to 
terms with what has happened. Whilst others are rallying together 
to provide much needed moral and financial support. 
As the clean-up continues, families are faced with the real presence of the disaster. Dealing with their 
emotions and providing support to their children and teenagers. How well young people cope, or manage any 
trauma, will depend on specific risk factors in existence before, during and after the event. It is vital to talk and 
listen to them to help them process their feelings. 
 
Parents and caregivers need to remain vigilant in monitoring their children during this time and check in with 
them regularly. They may be distressed by images they have seen either physically or through social media and 
news reports. Young people may exhibit or experience a wide range of emotional reactions and it is therefore 
important to reassure them that what they are feeling is considered normal. 
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This Special Report offers a number of strategies to help support families during this time of recovery. We 
hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome 
your feedback. If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for 
further information or seek medical or professional help. 
 
Here is the link to your special report: 
https://bbi.nz.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-flood-support-recovery-nz 
Here is the link to access our previous publications: 
 https://bbi.nz.schooltv.me/ 
 
Optional School-based Vaccination Programme 
The Public Health Nurses from the Counties Manukau District have planned their 2023 School-Based 
Vaccination Programme as outlined below. Over the next few days, Year 8 students will bring an information 
booklet home. Should you wish your child to be immunised at school, we suggest you watch the information 
video with your child, prior to the first vaccination date. Year 7 booklets will be sent home next term. 
 
 Year 8 Gardasil 9  

Dose 1 

Year 7  

Boostrix Vaccination  

Year 8 Gardasil 9 

Dose 2 
Scheduled 
Date 

10/05/2023 25/07/2023 10/11/2023 

 
HPV(Gardasil) 
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/immunisation/immunisation-older-
children-and-
teenagers?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIi8ib5_67_QIVPZpmAh1WnA8AEAAYASAAEgJB_vD_BwE 
 
Please decline or authorise consent and return the form to the classroom teacher before the end of 
March. 
 
 
 
 
Diane Parkinson 
Principal 
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Term 1 Dates to note: 
 
Monday 27 February BBI Swimming Sports day 
Thursday 2nd March SEZ Boys Softball 
Tuesday 7 March 4pm After School Sprint Orienteering @ Mission Heights Junior College 
Tuesday 14 March 4pm After School Sprint Orienteering @ BBI 
Wednesday 15 March SEZ Swimming 
Tuesday 21 March 4pm After School Sprint Orienteering @ Pakuranga College 
Tuesday 21 March 5.30pm Board meeting 
Sunday 26 March Howick Rotary Fun Run 
Tuesday 28 March 4pm After School Sprint Orienteering @ Macleans College 
Wednesday 29 and Thursday 30 March 12.10pm - School closes at 12.10pm for student led conferences. 
Wednesday 29 March 1.00 – 5.00pm – Student led conferences 
Thursday 30 March 1.00 – 8.00pm – Student led conferences 
Tuesday 4 April SEZ Orienteering at Lloyd Elsmore Park 
Thursday 6th April 2.15pm – Early Close due to Easter holidays and end of term 
 
 
TERM DATES FOR 2023 
Wednesday 7 February  to  Thursday 6 April  (closing at 2.15pm due to Easter)  
Wednesday 26 April (note after ANZAC day) to  Friday 30 June  
Monday 17 July  to  Friday 22 September 
Monday 9 October  to  Friday 15 December 
 
An update of teacher only days for 2023 will be advised a later date.  These are the known dates at this stage: 
Monday 24 April  - followed by Anzac Day so Term 2 will begin on Wednesday 26 April 
Friday 2 June  - Teacher Only Day (before Kings’ birthday holiday) 
Friday 24 November - Senior Staff and Teacher Professional Development Day 
 


